
                   Pilgrimage to Lisbon, Portugal  July 28-August 7, 2023 

St. Dennis Catholic Parish and other parishes/schools in our Diocese 

 

You are invited to be a part of World Youth Day 2023 in Lisbon, Portugal. World Youth Day 

(WYD) is a pilgrimage of faith. An awesome, unforgettable, inspiring, and faith filled awaits YOU! 

Come have fun and make friends with other Catholic teens from around the world.  

What is WYD? 

St. John Paul II instituted the annual observance of World Youth Day in December 1985 as 
an annual gathering of youth and young adults for prayer, worship, and celebration of the Catholic 
faith.  He told the College of Cardinals that year, "…the whole Church, in union with the Successor of 
Peter, must be more and more committed, globally, to youth and young adults – and to their 
anxieties and concerns and to their openness, hopes, and expectations…" 

From that day forward, World Youth Day was celebrated each year by the global Church (during 
every Palm Sunday liturgy in Rome since 1984) and locally in many dioceses around the world. 
Every two or three years, an international gathering is held to bring all the youth and young adults 
together in one place with the Holy Father. After the first two gatherings in Rome (in 1984 and 
1985), the subsequent international gatherings have taken place in Buenos Aires, Argentina (1987); 
Santiago de Compostela, Spain (1989); Czestochowa, Poland (1991); Denver, U.S.A. (1993); Manila, 
Philippines (1995); Paris, France (1997); Rome, Italy, for the Millennium Jubilee (2000); Toronto, 
Canada (2002); Cologne, Germany (2005); Sydney, Australia (2008); Madrid, Spain (2011); Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil (2013); Krakow, Poland (2016); Panama City, Panama (2019). 

During WYD there will be times of prayer, meditation, and catechesis. While there will be time for 
sightseeing, WYD is a pilgrimage and not a vacation. The focus will be spiritual and connecting to 
our global Catholic faith. 

 

What are the Dates? 

 The tentative dates are July 28-August 7, 2023. WYD celebration itself will take place August 
1-6, 2023.  The days before will be for seeing significant sites of our faith such as Fatima. 

 

Who can go? 

 Those in high school and college in the school year 2022-2023 are eligible to attend. Young 
adults older than college age are welcome to join as chaperones or look into the young adult 
pilgrimage offered by the Diocese of Joliet.  

 

What is the adult to teen ratio? 

 There will be a minimum of 1:5 ratio of adults to teens. 

 



What is the estimated cost and what is included in the package? 

 $4,625 

 Roundtrip airfare from U.S. to Portugal 

 Airport/ Hotel transfers 
 9-nights accommodation in centrally located 3-Star Hotel, double-occupancy rooms 

including taxes 
 Breakfast daily at lodging, Welcome/Farewell Dinners, and WYD meal vouchers 
 WYD registration fees, including backpack pick-up 
 Day pilgrimage to Alcobaca/Bathlha including tour guide, transportation, audio headsets, 

and lunch 

 Day pilgrimage to Fátima, including tour guide, transportation, audio headsets, Mass, and 
lunch  

 Preparation meeting for all pilgrims to review itinerary 

What is not included? 

 gratuities for guide(s), driver(s) meals 
 passport, visa, luggage fees 
 any personal purchases 
 any required vaccinations or COVID tests 
 any meals not listed on itinerary 
 recommended travel protection with cancel for any reason coverage 
 anything else not explicitly mentioned as included  

Fundraising 

 We are aiming high with a goal of 50% for each pilgrim. We are already planning many 
different fundraisers. You will be eligible to benefit from any fundraiser you participate in. So the 
sooner you commit to going the sooner you can benefit from the fundraisers you help with.  You are 
also encouraged to fundraise on your own.  

Refunds/Cancellations will be handled according to what is stated in the contract from the travel 
agency. No refunds will be given from St. Dennis. 

  

Please call or email Maria Isabel de Leon if you have any questions, 815-838-2592 ext. 111 or 
youthministry@saint-dennis.org 

 

 

 

 


